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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments witli respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph, as being Indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

a. Claims 1, 9 and 17 recite, "... the stored image data includes various 
pieces of information that are not image data..." It is unclear how image data 
includes information that is not image data. Clarification of claim language is 
needed. 

b. Claims 1 , 9, and 1 7 also recite, "extracts the various pieces of information 
directly from the stored image data other than image data included in the stored 

image data..." It is unclear how information other than image data from image 
data is extracted from itself. Clarification of claim language is needed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-6, 9-14 and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yasunobu, US PG Pub No.: 2002/0051259 A1 (hereinafter 
Yasunobu) in view of Henry, US PG Pub No.: 2003/0020959 A1 (hereinafter Henry). 

Re claim 9, an image transmitting device comprising: a scanner [fig. 2, i.e. 
scanner 25; para. 0030] that scans an image of a document; a memory [fig. 2, i.e. data 
storage unit 21; para. 0030] that stores scanned image data; a controller [fig. 2, i.e. 
communication interface 22; para. 0030] that connects to a communication medium;. 
Yasunobu discloses the image transmitting device. However, Yasunobu does not 
disclose the stored image data includes various pieces of information that are not image 
data. Henry discloses extracting facsimile number from an electronic image [para. 0061; 
examiner views a facsimile number is information other than part of image]. Henry 
discloses an extracting unit that extracts the various pieces of information directly from 
the stored image data other than image data included in the stored image data [para. 
0061; facsimile number is extracted from electronic image. Henry discloses a converter 
that converts the extracted various pieces of information into extracted image data and 
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transmits tlie extracted image data along with the scanned image data as transmission 
image data [para. 0061]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to extract facsimile numbers [non 
image data] from an electronic image to efficiently convert facsimiles to electronic email 
as prescribed by Henry [para. 0006]. 

For claim 1 1 , Yasunobu discloses, the image transmitting device according to 
claim 9, wherein when transmitting a multiple page image all at once, data regarding a 

number of pages of the multiple page image is included in the extracted information 
[para. 0068; i.e. a list of data stored in the data storage unit including number of pages]. 

For claim 13, Yasunobu discloses, the image transmitting device according to 
claim 9, wherein the image is of a color original document [para. 0070, i.e. a color flag is 
set when data is color image data]. 

Re claims 1 , 3 and 5 are means for conducting steps corresponding to apparatus 
claims 9, 1 1 and 13. Thus, they have been analyzed and rejected w/r to claims 9, 1 1 
and 13. 

Re claims 17-19 are method claims corresponding to apparatus claims of 9, 1 1 
and 13. Thus, they have been analyzed and rejected w/r to claims 9, 1 1 and 13. 
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Re claim 10, Yasunobu discloses an image transmitting device comprising: a 
scanner [fig. 2, i.e. scanner 25; para. 0030] that scans an image of a document; a 
memory that stores scanned sYCC-Joint Photographic Experts Group (JPEG) image 
data [fig. 2, i.e. memory card 6; para. 0031 , wherein data format is the YCbCr format. 
The sYCC color space is a particular form of the YCbCr space. It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to interchangeably use sYCC color space 
when dealing with color images for digital processing [para. 0035] wherein the stored 
sYCC-JPEG image data includes various pieces of information that are not image data 
[Yasunobu does not disclose information that is not image data is part of image data, 
however OFFICIAL NOTICE is taken that JPEG image data includes header 
information, creation date and time, etc., which is under the limitation of non image 
data]; a controller [fig. 2, i.e. communication interface 22; para. 0030] that connects to a 
communication line. Yasunobu discloses the image transmitting device. However 
Yasunobu does not disclose a extracting unit that extracts the various pieces of 
information directly from the stored image data other than image data included in the 
stored sYCC-JPEG color image data; and a converter that converts the extracted 
various pieces of information into extracted data and transmits the extracted image data 
along with the scanned SYCC-JPEG image data as transmission image data. Henry 
discloses an extracting unit that extracts the various pieces of information directly from 
the stored image data other than image data included in the stored image data [para. 
0061; facsimile number is extracted from electronic image. Henry discloses a converter 
that converts the extracted various pieces of information into extracted image data and 
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transmits tlie extracted image data along with the scanned image data as transmission 
image data [para. 0061]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to extract facsimile numbers [non 
image data] from an electronic image to efficiently convert facsimiles to electronic email 
as prescribed by Henry [para. 0006]. 

For claim 12, the image transmitting device according to claim 10, wherein when 
transmitting a multiple page image all at once, data regarding a number of pages of the 
multiple page image is included in the extracted information [para. 0068; i.e. a list of 
data stored in the data storage unit including number of pages]. 

For claim 14, the image transmitting device according to claim 10, wherein the 
image is of a color original document [para. 0070, i.e. a color flag is set when data is 
color Image data]. 

Re claims 2, 4 and 6 are means for conducting steps corresponding to apparatus 
claims 10, 12 and 14. Thus, they have been analyzed and rejected w/r to claims 10, 12 
and 14. 

5. Claims 7, 8, 15, 16 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yasunobu in view of Henry as applied to claims 1-6, 9-14 and 
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17-19 above, further in view of Ishii US PG Pub No.: 2002/0097449 A1 (hereinafter 
Ishii). 

For claim 7, Yasunobu and Henry do not disclose, the image transmitting device 
according to claim 1, wherein the image data includes a photographed time, however 
Ishii does [para. 0008, wherein images are embedded with marks such as copyrights, 
logos and serial numbers; time stamps are obvious variants of these markings]. 
Yasunobu discloses using a digital still camera [para. 0003] as an image input device 
into personal computers which use various memory cards as a means for storing still 
images. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art when 
processing image data, such as images from a digital camera, an associated date and 
time stamp is incorporated into the image data]. 

Claims 8, 15, 16 and 20 have been analyzed and rejected w/r to claim 7 above. 



Contact 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ELBERT TSANG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3748. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM, M-F, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark K. Zimmerman can be reached on (571 ) 272-7653. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/ELBERT TSANG/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

/Mark K Zimmerman/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



